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Jeff Tulman — who consulted for debt and equity holders of non-performing real

estate assets — had seen in his years countless businesses in various states of decline.
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In 2015, when he saw Pairpoint, a glass company in his home state of Massachusetts,

he saw a failure that resonated in the best possible way. Pairpoint showed potential —

a team of skilled craftsmen, a fascinating backstory and a historic catalogue of

incredible products.

Originally founded in 1837 as the Mount Washington Glass company, Pairpoint is the

oldest operating glass company in the United States. Over the years, Pairpoint has

produced an array of luxury glassware, and historic pieces are now sold at auction

houses and housed at museums (notably the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New

York City and the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston). Pairpoint has done pieces for

presidential families (Kennedy and Bush), and they work with interior designers for

the Four Seasons and the Ritz-Carlton. They produce table lamps and chandeliers for

high-end homes and yachts.

More Design

The company went on the decline in the latter half of the 20th century, when the then

owner of Pairpoint wanted to make the glassware accessible to a wider audience by

producing less expensive products. This inadvertently created new competition for

Pairpoint in the form of producers in China that used machines, as opposed to

artisans, to craft glassware. In order to stay competitive in the marketplace, Pairpoint

had to sell their products below cost, a business plan that eventually drove the

company into the ground.

Tulman, along with his brother Gary, acquired Pairpoint in 2015 and immediately got

to work revitalizing the company. As part of regaining financial stability, Pairpoint

looked to refresh its catalogue. Though the Tulmans did not want to alienate current

clients or occasional buyers (who dabble in hand-blown Christmas ornaments), they

took pride in the brand’s historical standing and started to reintroduce Pairpoint back

to collectors and luxury glass buyers. To do this, they followed a simple process: look

to the archives, take design elements that are true to the brand, aim to integrate those

elements in products that fulfill modern tastes, and then allow the craftsmen’s

creativity to shine through in the work.
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These men are the brain trust, with
well over a century of combined years
working at Pairpoint. Master
Glassblower Guy Maxwell has been
working at Pairpoint for 38 years.

“Gary and I aren’t designers, we just assemble teams,” says Tulman. “We just put

together the overall excitement to make everyone want to produce these things.”

There is an open dialogue between the employees at Pairpoint. The management and

the craftsmen (glassblowers, glassmaker, glass etcher) talk as a team in the product-

development stage, as they naturally should — these men are the brain trust, with well

over a century of combined years working at Pairpoint. Master Glassblower Guy

Maxwell has been working at Pairpoint for 38 years. Iain Ross, another master

glassblower, has been working with the company for 26 years. He followed in the

footsteps of his father, who was also a glassblower at Pairpoint.

One of the revitalized design features Pairpoint is focusing

on is the controlled bubble ball, a luxury touch of handmade

craftsmanship. Using a pineapple-shaped mold and two

gatherings of molten glass from an incredibly hot furnace (at

2,150 degrees Fahrenheit), the technique traps air bubbles

inside a piece of glass in a uniform pattern and, done

correctly, it can be applied to anything from ice buckets and

decanters to glassware and decorative pieces.

Historic Pairpoint pieces are also sought for their striking colors. Tulman takes pride

in that fact, noting, “We have the original recipes for all the colors that made it famous

for over 175 years.” Along with a striking array of color recipes, Pairpoint is sitting on

a wealth of museum-quality glass presses and molds. The combination of the two can

produce an endless number of historically informed products.

Tulman’s favorite product, recreated from the archives, is a set of Pairpoint door

knobs. A modest size, these door knobs feature a bubble-ball pattern, custom metal

mountings and multiple color options. (We viewed them in two color options: cobalt

and clear.) “This is something I can say we brought back for the collector, for the

person who has been a fan of Pairpoint for a long time,” says Tulman. “Plus — I live in

Beacon Hill, which is an old section of Boston, and our place was built in the 1850s —

to be able to put this in my place, it would both be traditional and contemporary — I

want it myself!” The knobs come with a $1k price tag.

After his acquisition of Pairpoint and his education on the process of glassblowing,

Tulman’s initial gut feeling — that this investment showed great promise — has also

deepened to a strong respect for the product. “What we ended up learning is, one, how

much goes into it and, two, how noticeable the difference is when you’re surrounded

by quality all the time,” he said. “It’s unreal to be able to make these patterns inside

glass, to know the history of what these controlled bubble balls are, to understand the

quality and craftsmanship that goes into making it — all of a sudden you realize why

https://www.kovels.com/price-guide/pairpoint.html
http://www.beaconhillonline.com/


Promoted Stories

Recommended by

Next Up

it’s a luxury product.”

BUY NOW: HERE

The Commercial Van You Will
Want to Drive

Autogo

See the Best New Vehicles
Coming in 2016

Kelley Blue Book

13 Beautiful Cities in France
That You Should Visit

Destination Tips

Why You Should Rejoice About
the Netflix of Wine

The Liberty Project

http://gearpatrol.com/2015/11/25/the-revival-of-pairpoint-americas-oldest-operating-glass-company/#
http://www.pairpoint.com/
http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click?lid=43700007247536194&ds_s_kwgid=58700000457621581&ds_e_adid=%7Bcreative%7D&ds_e_matchtype=%7Bifsearch:search%7D%7Bifcontent:content%7D&ds_e_device=%7Bdevice%7D&ds_e_network=%7Bnetwork%7D&ds_url_v=2&ds_dest_url=http://www.autogo.ca/en/reviews/test-drive/2015-ram-promaster-city-all-that-is-left-now-is-the-companys-logo-on-the-side
http://www.kbb.com/car-news/all-the-latest/best-buy-awards/2000011397/?psid=30009&siomid=Outbrain000013
http://www.destinationtips.com/destinations/13-most-beautiful-cities-in-france/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=13+Beautiful+Cities+in+France+That+You+Should+Visi+-+42301118&utm_campaign=OUT+DST+4614+13-most-beautiful-cities-in-france&utm_term=2668152
http://www.libertyproject.com/culture/tasting-room-wine-club-recommended/


MORE: BUY AN EVERYDAY WALLET

AT TERRAPIN STATIONERS

Talking Card Stock, Engraving and
Patrick Bateman with a Master Stationer

And you thought Paul Allen's business card was cool.

MORE: BOATS

THE RIBBON R27

Master the Sea in a Big, Beautiful Boat
A vessel that exemplifies all the best qualities of being on

the water.

MORE: INSPIRED BUYING GUIDES

YOU'RE A BUSINESS, MAN

12 Essentials for the Daily Grind
Fall is officially here and it's time to get after it. Arm

yourself with the right tools for success.

MORE: OFFICE NECESSITIES

I 'D GET MORE DONE IF I WORKED AT...

What Fictional Office Do You Work In?
From the White House to Sacred Heart Hospital, here are

ten of the best fictional office spaces.

http://gearpatrol.com/2013/12/13/best-minimalist-wallets/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/11/13/how-to-pick-a-business-card/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/01/22/best-watercraft-2015-new-york-boat-show/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/11/11/master-the-sea-in-a-big-beautiful-boat/
http://gearpatrol.com/tag/elements/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/09/25/work-essentials/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/13/best-desk-pads-office-home/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/09/23/10-best-fictional-office-spaces/


MORE: ANALOG WRITING

THE PEN IS MIGHTIER THAN THE STYLUS

23 Pens for the Home and Office
Your keyboard may be convenient, but it can't replace

the nobility of a good pen.

MORE: PAIR WITH A GUITAR

MEET HUDSON VALLEY HARD GOODS

Got a Nice Guitar? Fit It to a Proper
Stand

Hudson Valley Hard Good's handcrafted, wooden guitar
stands are octaves above the abysmal mass-market ones

at your local Guitar Center.

MORE: HOW TO SHARPEN A CHEF'S KNIFE

WYOMING'S NEW WEST KNIFEWORKS

Chef Knives Made with Tactical Precision
New West KnifeWorks borrows materials from the

hunting world and designs from the art world to create
some of the finest chef knives around.

MORE: BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO SPEAKERS

THE CELEBRATED DESIGNER SETS UP SHOP

Inside Designer Joey Roth’s New
Portland Studio

Joey Roth, who champions a simplistic but refined
aesthetic, is one of America's next great industrial

designers. Now you have a chance to experience his
design in person.

http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/10/best-mechanical-pencils/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/09/21/best-pens-for-home-and-office/
http://gearpatrol.com/2014/07/16/best-electric-guitars/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/09/11/got-nice-guitar-fit-proper-stand/
http://gearpatrol.com/2014/07/18/how-to-sharpen-a-chef-knife/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/09/09/new-west-knifeworks-profile/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/05/15/beginners-guide-to-speakers/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/08/03/celebrated-speaker-designer-opens-first-store-portland/


GEAR PATROL®
The Spirit of Adventure

TODAY IN GEAR  MAGAZINE  STORE  INSTAGRAM  ADVERTISE  CONTRIBUTE  CORRECTIONS  PITCHES  ASK US ANYTHING  PRIVACY  WHO WE ARE

© MMXV GEAR PATROL, LLC. INDEPENDENTLY PUBLISHED IN NEW YORK.

MORE: OLDER SPACE PHOTOS

EXPLORING THE UNIVERSE (IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE)

A Picture Worth Three Billion Miles
Photos from NASA's New Horizons probe made for some

hefty social media buzz this week. But here's what we
really learned from Pluto.

MORE: NOW BUY A VACUUM CLEANER

THE 9 BEST CUSTOM RUG MAKERS

Where to Buy Your Next Rug
Like light, a rug has the power to create ambiance. So
don't treat buying one like an afterthought, and start

your rug search here.

MORE: OFFICE ADVICE

A PLACEMAT FOR YOUR DESK

5 Desk Pads that Will Improve Your
Workspace

Desk pads are the humblest of workspace accessories,
but they can significantly improve your desktop

cleanliness and organization.

MORE: EVERYDAY CARRY ADVICE

ALWAYS SHARP

9 Mechanical Pencils for Your Everyday
Carry

The wand may choose the wizard, but the pencil doesn't
choose the writer. Here's a guide to picking the right

mechanical pencil for everyday note taking.

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BwaMfV39bVu7lGMyDMfmXosAKm4nOjwgAAAAQASD78L4pOABYm9i4sdUCYMmG7YiEpOwPsgEOZ2VhcnBhdHJvbC5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAWZodHRwOi8vd3d3LmdlYXJwYXRyb2wuY29tLzIwMTUvMTEvMjUvdGhlLXJldml2YWwtb2YtcGFpcnBvaW50LWFtZXJpY2FzLW9sZGVzdC1vcGVyYXRpbmctZ2xhc3MtY29tcGFueS_AAgLgAgDqAh8vNzUyMDUyOTkvUFBfU3VwZXJMZWFkZXJib2FyZF8z-AKE0h6AAwGQA6QDmAOkA6gDAcgDmQTgBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GhAQGPaIuGhAMkzc-rmc5_4&sig=AOD64_0vtRBz4R6vVbt1ykTb97SHxmtDRw&client=ca-pub-8758526282476514&adurl=http://email.gearpatrol.com/h/j/18C36EBE9D2113FB
http://gearpatrol.com/
http://gearpatrol.com/category/briefings/today-in-gear/
http://gearpatrol.com/magazine
http://store.gearpatrol.com/
http://instagram.com/gearpatrol
http://gearpatrol.com/about#advertise
http://gearpatrol.com/2014/05/21/now-hiring-gp-internship-apprenticeship-program/
mailto:corrections@gearpatrol.com
mailto:tips@gearpatrol.com
mailto:sayhello@gearpatrol.com
http://gearpatrol.com/legal/
http://gearpatrol.com/about/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/03/20/hasselblads-history-in-space/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/17/nasa-new-horizons-pluto-photos/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/03/02/4-best-vacuum-cleaners/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/16/best-rugs-for-the-home/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/06/24/how-to-enable-undo-send-in-gmail/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/13/best-desk-pads-office-home/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/06/08/minimalist-everyday-carry/
http://gearpatrol.com/2015/07/10/best-mechanical-pencils/

